
Noble has authored books since the heyday of 
Canadian literary nationalism and is master of the long 
poem.   

Noble’s Naïf spins mini-narratives.  

Of Sally O, his selected poems: “What does add up, from 
the crazy arithmetic of Noble’s verse, are witty, arresting 
descriptions that put Noble in league with Kroetsch…
and Purdy…” ~ Kaya Fraser, Canadian Literature.
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…  
he finishes his call 
confronts me 
“you got problem 
this is a bar!”

I just look at him 
trying to imply library

 
“you’re old” he says 
“I could kill you 
and it wouldn’t matter 
because I don’t live here”

I whip my tongue to the side 
behind my lower lip 
“you live on Saturn?”   p.225 

	 Á

Murphy began writing professionally in the 70s.  

The transcendence of the Rockies inspires this Master 
Carpenter, energy consultant, wordsmith to build energy 
infused performances.  

…  
I am alone in my own danger  
when someone passes me 
eating an apple.

No one can say 
why anything happens at all.

 
The parrot with fangs 
riding on my shoulder  
mocks me with my own 
words.

 
	 ~ Tim Murphy
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